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107,000 ducats, not including in the arrangement the release of
Captain Alonso Bravo (whom the enemy held prisoner) or two
houses of his or others belonging to his nephew. Because Francis
Drake held him prisoner he demanded that he be ransomed
separately and it was arranged at 6000 ducats, of which he paid
5000 and the remaining 1000 which Captain Francis said was his
share, the Englishman remitted because he had lodged in the cap-
tain's house, and in consideration of the hospitality and jewels
which he received from him. In addition to which Captain Francis
obtained a good deal more money from private individuals who
paid him to redeem . . . negroes which fled from them to the English
. . . and for wines and oils and other merchandise which they had
left. . . buried and hidden elsewhere which the enemy . . . and other
things which they ransomed ...
. . . ducats of the said ransom paid for this city ... bars of assayed
silver which the governor . . . treasury and deposits with the de-
positary general . . . persons in whose custody . . . and the governor
without having given any notification to Your Majesty's royal
Audiencia nor obtained authorization . . . has assigned the said
107,000 ducats among the residents of this city, compelling them to
make themselves responsible for the amount which ... he states . ..
approximately... may be appraised by the bishop and by himself (?)
to pay it to Your Majesty's royal officials by Christmas Day . . . end
of the present year. Although some persons declined ... to enter
into such undertaking and alleged that they did not agree to the
ransom, and set forth other excuses, these are not admitted; on the
contrary, he menaces (?) them, saying that he will confiscate their
houses for Your Majesty, and . . . fully informing Your Majesty's
royal Audiencia^ for.. . reply may be had in 50 days, yet the governor
does not do so ... although the bishop opposes him and says that
as far as he is concerned he will do nothing until the royal Audiencia
shall have acted.
The English remained in this city from February 19, when they
took it, until April 10, when they left the port. They carried with
them some of the galley-slaves and negroes who deserted to them.
On April 14 they came back and re-entered the port, but in peace
and with the assurance that they were forced to return. They
landed many men and at this time I went into the city and tried
to prevent trading with the enemy.
They say there was disagreement between (p. 8) Francis Drake
and some of his officers and that he removed some from then1 posts,
and others say he executed them.